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When he knew that a slave was to be sold in any place he made haste
thither and sometimes ransomed fifty or a hundred at a time, especially
Saxons, who were sold in great companies. After he had set them at
liberty, he gave them their choice either to return to their own country,
or to continue with him, or to enter into monasteries: of these last he took
particular care. One of the Saxon slaves whom he brought up with him
in the practice of piety, became so eminent for sanctity, that he is com-
memorated among the saints on the yth of January, under the name of
St Theau. Several of his domestics sung the canonical office with him
day and night. Among these are named Bauderic his freed-man; Tituan,
who waited on him in his chamber, was of the nation of the Suevi, and
arrived at the crown of martyrdom; Buchin, who had been a pagan and
was afterwards abbot of Ferrieres; Andrew, Martin, and John, who by
his means became clerks. Several relics of saints were fastened to the
ceiling of his room, under which he prostrated himself upon a haircloth
to pray; then he began to read, which he often broke off to lift up his eyes
to heaven, sighing and weeping bitterly; for he was remarkable for an
extraordinary tenderness of heart and easily melted into tears. If the
king pressed him to come to him, sending one messenger after another,
he would not go till he had finished his devotions. He never went out of
doors without praying first, and making the sign of the cross; and the
first thing he did, after he returned, was to pray. Discretion, mixed with
simplicity, appeared in his countenance: he was tall, had a handsome head
and a ruddy complexion: his hair was naturally curled. By the innocence
and regularity of his life he made his court to his prince without design,
more successfully than others do by flattery and other low arts.

Clotaire dying in 628, his son and successor Dagobert entertained so
just an idea of the saint's virtue and wisdom that he frequently consulted
him preferably to all his council about public affairs, and listened to his
directions for his own private conduct. The king was so far from being
offended at the liberty which the saint took in his counsels and admonitions
that he treated him with the greater regard; which drew on him the envy
and jealousy of the whole court, particularly of the vicious part of the
nobility. All that the saint received was immediately employed in relieving
the necessitous, or in raising charitable and religious foundations. The
first of these was the abbey of Solignac, which he built two leagues from
Limoges, on a piece of ground granted him by the king for that purpose.
The saint richly endowed it, peopled it with monks from Luxeu, and made
it subject to the inspection of the abbot of that monastery* This new
community increased considerably In a little time, and consisted of a,
hundred and fifty persons, who worked at several trades and lived in
admirable regularity* Dagobcrt also gave our saint a handsome house at
Paris, which he converted into a nunnery and placed in It three hundred